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Abstract:

This research paper examines the ethnographique position of the researcher in relation to the
methodological management of the distance between the researcher and the research subject.
By employing narrative as a methodological tool, it explores the finest details of the interactions
and experiences encountered by both the researcher and the participants throughout the
fieldwork process. This ethnographic position carries meanings, representations, perceptions,
and social and cultural values specific to the society under study.

These aspects attracted our attention from the very first stage of the preliminary fieldwork and
were documented on various occasions, within the temporal and spatial framework of the field
research plan. This paper presents ideas, behaviors, actions, impressions, explicit and implicit
reactions, as well as the positions of individuals and formal and informal groups. These
observations ultimately highlight the relationship between sociological research and its
autonomy through their documentation, analysis, and synthesis in this written work.
Furthermore, the paper addresses the methodological challenge of managing the distance
between the researcher and the research subject, particularly in the case of a researcher who is
himself a member of the tribe serving as the fieldwork site in Eastern Ait Ouarain, Guercif
Province, eastern Morocco. The study is based on the assumption that the fieldwork process of
data collection through interviews and questionnaires does not allow researchers to predict the
course of interactions and meetings with research participants. Therefore, every situation is
possible—both expected and unexpected. The essential requirement is that the researcher
remains constantly alert and attentive to all possibilities that may arise during fieldwork.
Accordingly, this paper is organized into the following sections: first, the ethnographic position
and its relationship to sociological and anthropological research; second, the methodological
management of the distance between the researcher and the research subject; third, the
researcher and the field: the issue of official religious policy; and finally, a concluding
synthesis.

Keywords: Ethnographic Position, Ait Ouarain, Territory, Culture, Symbolic Interpretive
Approach.
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