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Abstract:

This scientific article presents an epistemological and critical-comparative study of the
sociological paradigms explaining social exclusion, grounded in Hilary Silver’s paradigmatic
framework. The study deconstructs the conceptual foundations of social exclusion,
conceptualizing it as a dynamic, multidimensional relational process that extends beyond
material poverty. Furthermore, it anatomizes three core explanatory models: the solidarity
paradigm, which interprets the phenomenon as a functional breakdown in social cohesion and
a rupture within the societal fabric; the specialization paradigm, which attributes it to market
distortions, individual choices, and capabilities; and the monopoly paradigm, which traces its
origins to strategies of social closure and relations of power and dominance. Consequently, the
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paper underscores the necessity of adopting a comprehensive, integrative approach wherein
these explanatory models complement one another to fully capture the multifaceted dimensions

';1 of social exclusion and its complex structural interactions. 3
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