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Francois de Callieres and the Normative Vision of Diplomatic Negotiation: The Making of
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Abstract:

This study starts from a central question: how did European diplomatic thought move, after
centuries of neglect or purely legal treatment, toward a coherent normative theory of
negotiation? It takes Frangois de Callieres' (1645-1717) De la maniere de négocier avec les
souverains (1716) as a case for examining this shift, given its standing as one of the most
influential works in the history of early modern European diplomacy. The study relies on a
reading of Calliéres' text combined with tracing its historical and intellectual context, from the
Middle Ages through the aftermath of the Peace of Westphalia (1648), in order to bring out
what Callieres contributed to the history of diplomatic ideas. It concludes that what set Calliéres
apart was less the substance of his advice than the coherent theoretical form he gave it: four
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core principles - continuous negotiation, professional formation, the rejection of deception, and
cultural adaptation - joined by complementary dimensions of performance, information-
gathering, rhetorical skill, and informed initiative in applying instructions, together forming a
unified theory of diplomatic professionalism.
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192 De Calliéres, Francois, « De la maniére de négocier avec les souverains », op. cit., p. 130.

103 Tbid., p. 131.
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— De Calliéres, Frangois, De la manie¢re de négocier avec les souverains, Michel Brunet,
Amsterdam, 1716.

VOLUME 1-ESSUE 4

:
3
%‘f

SEPTEMBER 2026

— Bély, Lucien, L'art de la paix en Europe : naissance de la diplomatie moderne, XVle-
XVIlle siecle, Presses Universitaires de France, Paris, 2007.

— Eisemann, Pierre Michel, « Frangois de Calli¢res et l'art de la négociation », Anuario
Espafiol de Derecho Internacional, vol. 34, 2018, pp. 9-27.

— Wagquet, Jean-Claude, « Callieres et I'art de la négociation », dans De 1'ambassadeur, éd.
Stefano Andretta et al., Publications de 1'Ecole francaise de Rome, Rome, 2015.
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