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Abstract

This study aims to trace the epistemological shift in literary criticism, from classical and modern
approaches that focused on the dichotomy of (author/text), toward "Reception Aesthetics"
(Rezeptionsisthetik), which reinstates the reader as an active participant in the production of
meaning and in the historicity of the literary work. The study identifies the shortcomings of
prevailing critical frameworks; it critiques Marxism's inability to perceive art beyond a mere
reflection of material reality, and it takes issue with Formalism's introversion toward the
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internal structure of the text and its isolation of literature from its historical and social context.
The study demonstrates how the German pioneer "Hans Robert Jauss" succeeded in establishing
an alternative model that bridges the gap between historical knowledge and aesthetic
knowledge, by formulating a "new literary history" grounded in the continuous dialectical
interaction between production and reception. The study concludes by classifying readers into
distinct categories (ordinary readers, critics, creative writers, and historians), reflecting their
varying levels of engagement with the literary work. Ultimately, it arrives at the formulation of
methodological criteria that synthesize the achievements of Marxism and Formalism under the
umbrella of Reception Aesthetics.

Given the nature of the research, the study adopts an integrative methodology in addressing the
transition from "literary history" to "receptive aesthetics," combining several analytical and
critical tools to resolve the methodological conflict, namely:

e The Historical-Critical Method: embodied in tracing the historical development of
preceding critical schools.

e The Comparative-Analytical Method: applied to deconstruct the theses of Marxism
and Formalism; the researcher compares the foundational premises of each school and
analyzes their respective strengths and weaknesses.

Keywords: Reception Aesthetics, Literary History, Marxism, Formalism, Active Reader.
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— JAUSS, Hans Robert, Pour une esthétique de la réception, traduit de 1’allemand par Claude
Maillard, édition Gallimard, Paris, 1978.
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