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Abstract :

This paper aims to bridge the cognitive and academic gap in the study of Moroccan Sign Language
(LSMar) and to move beyond reductionist approaches that confine it to limited educational or social
dimensions. The primary objectives of this research are to analyze the structure of LSMar, to describe
how articulation and meaning are producted within the signing space, and to propose an explanatory
model that emphasizes the necessity of recognizing it as a fully integrated natural language. To achieve
these aims, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach combining sign linguistics and
semiotics. Fieldwork was conducted in the Ouarzazate region and drew on qualitative methods,
including participant observation based on over a decade of practical experience teaching Deaf
individuals, and semi-structured interviews with native signers. Additionally, a narrative visual corpus
was subjected to a comparative analysis between the performance of a Deaf person and a hearing
teacher.

The finding show that Moroccan Sign Language possesses a comprehensive linguistic system
distributed across multiple structural levels. At the cherological level (sign phonology), the sign
decomposes into minimal distinctive units capable of creating semantic differences. Morphologically,
the language relies on a simultaneous and non-linear system that fully utilizes the signing space, in
contrast to the linear structure of spoken languages. Its spatial grammar and syntax are established
through the organization of time, pronouns, and directional verbs in visual space, while its semantic
and pragmatic levels are strongly influenced by non-manual elements such as facial expressions, in
addition to the dictates of communicative context. The comparative narrative analysis revealed the
distinctiveness of the Deaf person’s performance. The study concludes by proposing a four-
dimensional explanatory model (structural, spatial, semiotic, cognitive) and recommends accelerating
the standarization, documentation, and policy integration of LSMar.

Keywords: Moroccan Sign Language- sign linguistics- cognitive visual semiotics- spatial grammar-
articulation of meaning
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