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Noureddine Mohakkak's 2020 Life in the Time of Death: From "Life in the Time of Death" to
"Death in the Time of Life" — An Existential Reading Through Events
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Abstract :

This study examines Life in the Time of Death by the Moroccan writer and critic Noureddine
Mohaqqaq through an existential and semiotic perspective. It aims to explore how the novel
reconstructs the concept of death as a human experience and a cultural symbol that transcends its
biological meaning. The analysis focuses on the narrative structure, characters, and fictional space,
highlighting the binary oppositions of life and death, presence and absence, isolation and
communication, and reality and fiction in order to reveal the novel's philosophical and aesthetic
dimensions. The study concludes that the novel transforms the COVID-19 pandemic from a historical
event into a narrative space for reflecting on identity, freedom, memory, and creativity.
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Creativity emerges as an act of resistance against death, while isolation becomes an opportunity for
self-discovery and the production of meaning. Consequently, the novel demonstrates the capacity of
literature to reinterpret human crises and to offer profound existential and artistic insights.

Keywords: Life in the Time of Death; Noureddine Mohaqqaq; Death; Existentialism; Semiotics;
COVID-19 Pandemic; Creativity; Memory; Narrative Fiction.
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