Wi
= PROMETEUS

=D T}),,@)
WWW.PROMETHEUSMAG.ORG m )W'g |
T —

dLiqildll g diclnin Ul g dLiluitl pglall ng Siagill g luljall ugiiing s dlao
PROMETHEUS JOURNAL FOR STUDIES AND RESEARCH IN HUMANITIES, SOCIAL , AND LEGAL SCIENCES

\

MAGAZINE.PROMETHEUS@GMAIL.COM

1 aiiliall Gl Jla (B daltivall Aaiil) cila)S)y duglid) 3lgall LalaiBy) Loaad)

(Cilighi alB) ) AS3g s cileles Als

The Economic Importance of Forest Resources and the Constraints of Sustainable Development in
the Low Rif Mountains: The Case of the Communes of Jbel Oudka (Taounate Province)
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Abstarct:

The forests of the Lower Mountains of the Rif are among the richest ecosystems in Morocco in terms
of biodiversity and ecological diversity. The forest of Jbel Oudka is a remarkable example of this
richness thanks to its humid climate, which gives it a major role in maintaining ecological balances
and contributing to the socio-economic development of the populations of the communes of Oudka,
Retba and Sidi E1 Mokhfi.

This article highlights the economic functions of forest resources and their contribution to the
sustainable territorial development of the communes of Jbel Oudka, in a context marked by the recent
intensification of anthropogenic pressures related to the expansion of cannabis cultivation. It also aims
to identify and characterize the main forest resources, both woody and non-woody, as well as their
environmental, social, and economic functions. This study is based on a geographical approach that
relies on the description and interpretation of forest resources and their importance in territorial
development, utilizing the results of field surveys, cartographic analyzes, and statistical treatments.
The results highlight a decline in the functions of the forest environment and its contribution to the
economic and social development of the municipalities of Jbel Oudka, due to the strong expansion of
cannabis cultivation, which today constitutes one of the main constraints to the sustainability of local
forest resources.

Keywords: Jbel Oudka forest — Territorial development — Taounate province — Cannabis cultivation

— Woody and non-woody forest resources
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