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Abstract

This article examines an important methodological issue concerning the mechanisms employed by
Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani in dealing with juristic opinions (agwal fighiyyah) in his seminal work,
Al-Nawadir wa al-Ziyadat ‘ala Ma fi al-Mudawwanah min Ghayriha min al-Ummahat. This work
represents a comprehensive compendium in which the author collected dispersed legal discussions
and rare juristic opinions preserved throughout the principal sources of the Maliki school. The study
investigates Ibn Abi Zayd's methodology in transmitting, attributing, and organizing the opinions of
Maliki authorities, as well as his approach to constructing legal discourse through clarifying ambigu-
ous statements, weighing and preferring opinions, correcting and directing legal views, and providing
their underlying reasoning. The analysis is based on selected examples drawn from the Books of Pu-
rification and Prayer.
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The study concludes that Ibn Abi Zayd was far more than a mere transmitter of juristic opinions.
Rather, he performed a range of significant scholarly functions, including clarification, interpretation,
qualification, supplementation of incomplete discussions, and reconciliation between transmitted re-
ports. These methodological practices demonstrate the depth of his juristic insight in refining and sys-
tematizing Maliki doctrine, and establish AI-Nawadir wa al-Ziyadat as a fundamental source for un-

derstanding the methodology of legal writing and doctrinal development within the Malik1 school of
the Islamic West.

Keywords: Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani; Al-Nawadir wa al-Ziyadat; Maliki Jurisprudential
Methodology; Juristic Opinions; Juristic Preference (Tarjth).
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