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Abstract

This paper examines the problematic of specialized lexicography in the Arabic
heritage, questioning the binary of simplification versus complexity. The study begins with a
semantic analysis of the Arabic root (‘-j-m), demonstrating that the term ma‘jam (dictionary)
etymologically denotes the removal of ambiguity rather than its creation, thereby grounding
the paper's central thesis.
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The first axis addresses the nature and methodology of specialized lexicons,
examining the mechanisms of Arabic terminology formation—derivation, blending (naht),
metaphor, arabicization, and translation—and highlighting the systematic approach of

classical Arab lexicographers. The second axis traces the genesis of specialized dictionaries in
the Arabic heritage, from pre-Islamic linguistic treatises documenting desert ecology, through
the Islamic era's dual terminological corpus: religious-jurisprudential and civilizational-
scientific. The third axis surveys the diversity and richness of these works across
jurisprudence, hadith sciences, Sufism, linguistics, philosophy, medicine, and mathematics.

The fourth and final axis assesses the scholarly stature and functional power of these
lexicographical works, arguing that they constituted a direct response to genuine cognitive
needs rather than elitist distinction. The study concludes that apparent "complexity" in
specialized lexicography is, at depth, a simplification of cognitive reality, and that the
simplification—complexity binary represents two faces of the same coin in the history of
Arabic specialized lexicography.

Keywords: Specialized Lexicography | Arabic Terminology | Lexicology | Arabic
Linguistic Heritage | Language for Specific Purposes
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