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Abstract

In this paper, we approach the critical oeuvre of researcher Idris El Khadraoui, titled “From

History to the Novel: A Study on the Mechanisms of Producing Historical Savoir through
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Narrative,” within the horizon of meta-critique. Through this study, we aim to deconstruct
a pivotal problematic concerning how the critic formulates a vision that conceives the novel as
a tool for producing historical savoir, along with its sub-questions addressing the mechanisms
of reconstructing the relationship between truth and fiction, and the capacity of the fictional

image to restore memory and resist oblivion.

Our approach rests on a central hypothesis stating that El Khadraoui’s project represents a meta-

critical shift that transcends closed formalist readings toward a cultural critique that interrogates
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the unspoken elements of the collective memory. To test this hypothesis, we adopted an
analytical method in which we began by questioning the textual thresholds, then we proceeded
to dissect key concepts such as the "narrative of memory" and the "deconstruction of the
colonial complex," while focusing on the operational mechanisms applied to the studied

novelistic texts (Charbel Dagher and Mohamed El Maazouz).

Conclusively, the approach demonstrates that narrative possesses an aptitude for restoring the
voices of the marginalized and reconstructing national identity in a way that transcends official
history, offering a rigorous critical model that combines theoretical depth and empirical

stringency in the studies of intergenericity.

Keywords: Arabic Narratology, Historical Knowledge, Generic Hybridization, Collective

Memory, Novelistic Imagination
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