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Sociocultural Dynamics of Urban Behavior in Missour City:

An Ecological Approach
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Abstract:

This study investigates social change in Missour City’s urban space, focusing on material
(infrastructure, facilities) and cultural (lifestyles, behaviors) dimensions. It addresses a duality
in social behavior where rural traditions (e.g., informal livestock trading, weekly rural-style
markets) coexist with urban aspirations (e.g., modern housing and commercial centers). Using
the Chicago School’s theoretical framework, the research employs qualitative methods,

including direct observation of 5 urban sites over 6 months and axial coding (via ATLAS.ti) of
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80 Facebook posts and street graffiti. Findings reveal a transitional phase marked by conflict
between urban expansion (new buildings, infrastructure) and persistent rural practices (rural
activity zones), reflecting Robert Park’s concept of “urban marginality.” The study concludes
by advocating participatory policies to foster urban integration through institutional-community

dialogue.

Keywords:

Urban Ecology, Urban Lifestyle, Urban Marginality, Rural Practices, Urbanization.
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