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Abstract

This study examines the explanatory capacity of Travis Hirschi's Social Control Theory 1969
in interpreting the behavior of contemporary cybercriminals, in light of the digital
transformations that have reshaped the nature of social bonds and informal control mechanisms.
The study addresses the central question of whether a theory formulated within a traditional

social context can adequately account for criminal behavior occurring in a digital environment
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characterized by anonymity, borderlessness, and the emergence of virtual social bonds.
Employing a critical-analytical methodology, the first section analyzes the theoretical
foundations of social control theory, including its intellectual underpinnings and the four
elements of the social bond (attachment, commitment, involvement, and belief). The second
section investigates the specificities of cybercrime and the challenges it poses to the theory's
explanatory framework. The study concludes that while social control theory retains partial
explanatory value, the digital environment has revealed significant limitations that necessitate
reconceptualizing the social bond to encompass virtual ties, shifting the analytical focus from

the strength of bonds to their nature and normative content.

;Keywords: Social Control; Travis Hirschi; Cybercrime; Social Bonds; Cybercriminal

Digital Criminology; Digital Space.
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55 Travis Hirschi, Causes of Delinquency, University of California Press, 1969, p. 26.

56 Barbara J. Costello, "Hirschi, Travis: Social Control Theory," Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory,
edited by Francis T. Cullen and Pamela Wilcox, SAGE Publications, 2010, p. 452.
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58 Melinda S. Furtaw, Families, General Strain, Social Control and Adolescent Pain Killer Use, MA thesis,
Grand Valley State University, 2015, p. 54,
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Australian National University, 2016, p. 45

%0 Melinda S. Furtaw, op. cit., p. 26.

61 Michael David Wiatrowski, Social Control Theory and Delinquency, PhD dissertation, Portland State?
University. Page 5.
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8 Barbara J. Costello, "Hirschi, Travis: Social Control Theory," Encyclopedia of Criminological Theory,
edited by Francis T. Cullen and Pamela Wilcox, SAGE Publications, 2010, p. 452,
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% Tina Fowler, The Role of Social Bonds, Self-Control, and Specific Interventions on Outcomes for Serious
Juvenile Offenders, PhD dissertation, Prairie View A& M University, 2022, p. 3, p. 3.
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