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The Symbolism of Numbers in Moroccan Folk Games: The Game of
"Karta" (Cards) as a Case Study
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Abstact:

Popular culture encompasses the beliefs, values, customs, traditions, and daily practices
shared and exercised by ordinary people within a particular society. It serves as an expression
of a community’s identity, experiences, achievements, and struggles. Like a living organism,

it is born, grows, declines, and may even be revived. Popular culture can be divided,

2026 joulos -QJ\.'L“ s3231 - Jo¥l sdaall

according to its manifestations, into two categories: Material culture, reflected in traditional
clothing, folk cuisine, handicrafts, and traditional architecture.Non-material (intangible)

culture, manifested in folklore, popular heritage, expressive arts, and systems of values.

The subject of this research falls within this framework. Although, at first glance, it
appears to belong to the material aspect of popular culture (playing cards), it actually reveals a

form of art and a value system, within which stories and myths often intersect and compete.

This study examines the symbolism of numbers in the “Karta 40” playing cards. It
explores the history and context of the emergence of playing cards in general and traces their
transmission to the Arab world and Morocco in particular. The research compares the reasons
behind the creation of these cards, their intended purposes, meanings, and symbolism in the
societies that originated them, and investigates how these elements may influence card players
in the societies that later adopted them—especially when those societies possess different

cultures, histories, and intellectual references.

The research relies on a historical tracing of the phenomenon of playing cards and seeks
to understand, interpret, and analyze the game and its symbols across different periods, from

its probable origins to its introduction into the Kingdom of Morocco.

Keywords: Popular Culture — Folk Games — Karta 40 (40-Card Deck) — Symbolism.
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